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AN INTRODUCTION .TO CITATION INDEXING

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND LIBRARY

Baclcg;cund id \
Citation -- "& reference to. . . a w~written authority,

etc:'

fndex —- "An alphabetical list of names, subjects,

T

7

\

in his article in the Encyclopedia of Library.and

fnformation Science, Melvin Weinstock, an authority in’

the field of indéxing, Wrote: -

Citation indexing is based on_the -

51mp1e concept that an author's references

to previously recorded 1nformatlon identify

" much of the earlier work that ‘is pertinent

' to the subject of his-present document:

These references are commonly _called cita-
tions, and a citaticn index is a structured

list of all the citacions iIn a given cGollec-
. ,tlon of documents.?

Citation indexing as now available (1983) in the URI
iibrary’includeéz‘

1. The éciéﬁcee——8c1ence Citation Index (SCI).

™ . 1961- : Ref: 27401 §365. Located in the

Science Index Akea..

2. The social scienCéSZZéociai:§¢iences~éitatléﬁ
Index (ssczs, 1969— . Ref. 27161 S65. - Located
' on Table IV in the General Index Area:

! .
A

leor notes see the last page.




3. The arts and. humanlt1es——Art54&4HumanItIes

2C1tatlon Index (A&HCI), 1979-. : Ref. ZlZlS

A76222. Loctated on Table II in the General.

Y

Index Arpa. ‘ . %
i L R :
q. U. S. Supreme Court cases—--Shepard's Unirad

States Citations; 1887- . Ref: KF78 $55. In

the Reference EEacksE

for Scientific informatlon‘(IgI). - The last cne'ls—puhllshed
by sheparaiézﬁaséaw-ﬁill:ana as the start year indicates
it is the forerunner of the others. o
in principle all four are similar, i.e: thé§ are

records of later authors making reference to -- citing.--
carlier re1é§ant material. ) | :

wfhe'Shepard citator is uniguely a tool of- those con-
Cerned with case precedent'ana related legal matters. - It
is not w1th1n the scope of thlS 1ntroductxon to analyze

it any further. An excellent cvervxew of "Snepardlzlng

Ref. KF 240 C54 1978.

A T . s,
‘

The three ISI ﬁﬁﬁiicaticns, ndex what has been publlshed
in the sciences; the scc1al sc1ences, and the arts and humanl—

ties. In the case of the SCI the annual hard bound cumu-

latire Set\lS preceded by five soft bound bimonthly" issues

§

-
—
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follow two Soft bound issues (Jan—Aér & May—ﬁug) over the

year. The coverage is intérnational: Among other thlngs
1

they describe/list an author's blbllography (the saurce&s)

he/she consulted/c1ted in the ertlng of hIs/he: work) .

1

Addltlonally the indexes 1dent1fy those who come later to

ihVéétigations. Placing the author in the middle, the

process looks like this:

Z

AUTHOR'S « | g 20THOR'S |@ | OTHERS CITING

BIBLIQGRAPH! :RTICLE - "'AUTHOR'S ARTICLE
— — TIME - - R —P
PAST : ' PRESENT ©  FUTURE '

The citation :ndéxés énable the researcher to find out -

. who is citing whom. Some cf the bther benefits of suchfa )

'_,

-

system are: _ o i ‘ .
. '\\ -

1. Being able to determine earller related

material--asle to trace the development
of an idea. 7

A ~

-

2. HaV19g access to professional cr1ﬁ;c1sm.
3. Hav1ng the ability to determlne if the

author'c theme has been applled in other

,related flelds.r

N

4. That it brings together under one cover obscure

~

materials which do not readily identify with

B
”

'\ I



the research of a particular discipiine

but Wthh are ne&{ttheless relafed to or

a,part-éf that discipline.

All the citation indexes, i.e., SCI, SsCI and A&HCI
. have three sections:

[

1. & subject index called the Permuterm

Subject Index. . < -
5. An author indexrcalled the Source Index.
3. A 1ist of those who ééﬁé later to cite

the1ear11er works llsted 1n the Source %,

Index (Author index) calied the Cltatlon
| Index. -

" Order of uee depends on what tné,réééarcher aireédi;
.knbws.'"if there/ié no féﬁiliarity with the subjeci or

its authors the Bermuterm Sublect Index for the year of

interest is used flrst; This . will reVéal ‘who has ertten
Sn ‘the subject: The user will next go into the Source:
Index Wlth the name(s) of the author(s) gotten from the

Eexmuterm Sub]ect Ihdex. The Seu;ceglndex will proV1de

specific and complete 1dent1f1cat10n of ali appllcable

Vo
© articles.: Flnally the Cltatignglndex (for ‘the same and

follow1ng years) are consulted to determlne the extent of
Y Ve
, citatlon; l.e.;_how many times (1f any).and where an

!
_ . . . 4 o
’ ' P “




‘author's work;has been cited in subsequent publlcatlons.

\

* used to enter the Cltatlon'Index.

7

If the researcher knows the authors in the subject

then the Source Index 1s consulted w1th the C%tat;onflndex

folloWing .In this case the need to use the Bermuterm,

- - /

Subject Index would probably be unnecessary

If the researcher is aware of the published materxal

and seeks only 1itations the CItatlon Index 1s used with

little need for the other sections. See the follow1ng
table: ; )
CASE o  SECTION(S) Té”éE.uémb
JNo familiarity with Permuterm _Subject Index
the subject. ’ : - Source Index

o Citation Index (same and
follow1ngryears)

\
.

Familiar with the . Soiurce Index

author (s) but nét the . Citation Index (same and -
~specific artlcle. : . following years)
Familiar with author(s§ . _éitationfindexlisame'and ’

"and -articles... . following years)
Seeking citations Only : S

This aééﬁaa'ig not hard anaaéaSt. The géctioﬁs may be

used in any ‘manner thch is comfortable for the researcher.

The: method shown here, however; is a recognlzed approach

gIven the condxtlons in thé foreg01ng cases.
. _ R . Y S
The follow1ng descrlptions and exhibits provide an

abbreviated presentatioh of sach section. The reader is

[y
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o

cautioned és to the iﬁéoﬁﬁleteﬁessiof the ekﬁibits Whioh

for the sake of showxng the basic operating prlnC1ple as

ciearly as possxble; Full explanatlons are avallable in
the beglnnlng of all volumes.
L In the example whloh follows the order of presentatlons-

is the Permuterm Sub]ect Index, the Source Index and the

Citatioh Indéx. The subject of this illustration is "The

Relation between .Race and Economic Status of Patients
and .Who Performs Their Surgery."™ This is;én article

wrltten by L. D. Egbert which ‘appeared in tﬁe ﬁeﬁ Eﬁélaﬁd .

‘Journal o£4Medlelne in 1977 ‘It was subsequently cxted

ﬁgm 1979. _'



.

(from SSCI, v5 I977 various pmai

ECONOMIC PERFQRHS 7

, panen?s—--Egberi eccnbmlc--—— Egbert
performs’ " _patients "

 race ) 'r race - | !

" relation " relation *
status " status "
surgery " surgery "

SURGERY
. o

‘economnc-——EgBert economle-——Eqberf :
patients " '~ patients - "
performs " performs "
‘relation " race "
status " ~ relation -
surgery " ‘ status- pon

[N




PERMUTERM SUBJECT INDEX
"Permuterm" is a cohtraction of permuted (rearrange
the order) terms: This index uSés the significant words

*

in ]ournai artlcle/book titles for subject 1ndeX1ng eiements.

4

Each 51gn1f1cant term is palred with all other“51gn1f1cant

’térﬁéliﬁ the title until all possible two w0rd comblnatlons

have been palred Each pair i's composed of a primary term
i

and a subordinaté co-term. P

words which do not contribute to the iééngiéicatioifor

ahjarticie-ére hot .used; e:g: “and;" "between;“ i;th';eir.,‘_‘

etc. These are called stop words. ‘For the full

who,

list of stop words see the llsts in the front of the’ Permuf
’

term SUbjéCL Index. This title has four prlmary terms. -Threé :

terms, 1"e. “patlents, " relationﬁ éha "&tatus,” are excluded

as primary terms but aiiowed as subordlnate cb terms. See

. the stop lists- The Egbert artlcle in thlS 1nstance is

ldentlfled in this index no less than twenty-g/pr times.

Entering wlth any ‘one of the four primary terms and
ﬁéiriﬁé it with any other. 51gn1f1cant term will- lead the
researcher £o the Egbert article; This kind of titlé word
ﬁéﬁipalatidﬁ gréatiy increases;thé chances of loCétiﬁg the

For a complete 1dent1f1ceﬁi€§/of the artlcle the

reéearéher héxt'turns to the Source Index. 'Entry. into the

Source Index is W1th the author's name. ‘ ' B

1w s
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- | §URGEINDEX

(from SSCI; v.3; I977 page 283!)

\
.
EGEEﬁT LD
Relqhon befween Race and’ Ecanemle
Sfatus of Pﬁtiéi‘ifS’Gnd Whe Perferms«
L Their Surgery
‘N ENG J MED 297(2):90-9/ 77 2R
FLEISS JL 73 STATISTICAL METHODS
LILIENFELD AM 75 F "EPIDEMIOLOGY

i- o

‘exhibit two




SOURLE.-INDEY

L4 ' »

The Soiirce Index is an alphabetical aiiangémént of

rauthbrs. Each erntry contains all the essential informatiocn
néédéé to uniguely 1dent1fy an author s work. As p*ev1ously
ientioned, Egbert's article appeared in the New England

. Journal of Medicine. It is in volume 297, number 2 Om

pages 90 and-91. The year is 1977. T4He author's biblio-
graphy is a part of the entry. (Note: This last feature is

not provided 1n the Science citation Index.) Tbe presence

of the bibliography gives the researcher immediate access
e o N
to a body of related literature. In the case of the Egbert
artlcie the author c1ted two referencesd \ . Both are

books: Statl stical Methods . ... by J. L. Fleiss and

Féﬁﬁ&aEiéns cf Epidemiology by A. 'M: Lilienfeild: " One was

J

pub%xshed in 1973; the other in 1976. A break out of
abbrev1atlons appearlng is in the begxnnxng of the volime.

I1f the r&searcher wants to determine if ‘this article

has been subsequently cited by other authors then the ’
Citation Index is consulted. @
ks =
| v
. - RS
; . 1z ;
[ N - —}'



CITATION INDEX

(from SSCth,IQ?S,pnge379U

EGBERT LD

77 NEW ENGLAND J MED 297 - 90

EISENBER JM ANN INT MED
RHEE SO MED CARE

S

90 957 79
7 737 79

exhibit three

15




‘ask the reference librarian:

CITATION INDEX N

-

by author; i.e. c1ted.author. ‘Cltlng authors appear under
the applicable article of the cited author. (Note: In
this inaéx the citéd\articies are idencified by year; jour=

]
TITLE )

article has been cited tw1ce——onéé By an author, named

£

Elsenber, J. M: and again by Rhee, S. O 1dkntification

of the citing authors' artxcies is prov1ded, i.é..abbreviatedh;

journal title;; volume; béginnlng page number and year.
If the researcher is inclined to éxamlne the works of

elther or both of these authors (Elsenber and Rhee) he/she

would proceed to the approprlate Source Index--in this case

1979--and start the cycle over agaln in thelr names- The
process may be contlnued as long as and in as much depth
as thé.réSéarcnér sees fit: )

For the beginner, the initial experience with the
c1tatlon indexes can be something 1ess'tﬁan rewardlng | If
approached with confidence and patIence a Cltatlon Index
§éarch,oan be very productive. -

If you have éﬁ§ éﬁééEioné'about these indexes please

14 | A



1. Webstex's New. Worlng;ctlona;ygof the Amerlcan Language,
’ : College Edition; cl962. :

2. Melvih Weinstock, "€itation Indexes;" Encyclopédia of

Library and Information Scxeﬁce, vol. 5, 1971.
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